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Agaton Fort
Commenced
Completed
Cost
£
Map Reference
Position

1863 (contractor failed 1866)
by engineers 1870/71
41,133
SX455595
North East Defences Left Flank

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

Land Front, polygonal
Dry
20 guns with 6 mortars

History

ASC depot.

Disposal
Condition
Access

1958

Sources

Armament
1875 proposed 15 x 7-inch RBL 5 x
8-inch How. 10 x SB flank guns.
1885 mounted 3 x 7-inch RBL proposed 5
x 64pr. RML 4 x 32pr SBBL
1893 mounted 3 x 7-inch RBL 5 x 64pr.
RML required 4 x 32pr.SBBL

HGV testing station

Much blocked up, infilled or overgrown

by arrangement
1868 report : Precis of Correspondence relating to
the Defences of Plymouth 1893. Historic Defences
of Plymouth by A. Pye and F. Woodward

Caponiers

3

Counterscarp
galleries

1

Haxo casemates 1
Moncrieff Pits

None

History and Description
Agaton Fort was designed by Captain DuCane and was constructed on a hill 280 feet above the sea,
480 yards in advance of the village of St. Budeaux, and 800 yards from Ernsettle. A five sided
polygonal work, it has a surrounding ditch and a gorge wall of the same as that at Ernsettle, and is
flanked by guns and musketry from one double and two single caponiers and a counterscarp gallery
in the north west corner of the ditch firing along the west ditch. The south east caponier flanks the
gorge wall and entrance. The intended armament was 20 guns in open battery, with the exception of
one in a Haxo casemate on the left flank. Seven expense magazine were provided under traverses on
the terreplein of the fort. Six mortars were to be fitted into two batteries at the foot of the exterior
slope of the E. And N.W. Salients. Access to these and to the East caponier and the counterscarp
gallery was via tunnels (now blocked) from the parade. Like all of the forts at Plymouth there is no
evidence that the mortars were fitted. the fort received the usual 64pr. RMLs and 7-inch RBLs by
1893 but was disarmed shortly afterwards. The parade had on it an officers’ accommodation block, a
barrack block to the east with a cookhouse and store to the west. The main magazine was situated
under the S.E. corner of the rampart, with another one (now demolished) opposite the officer’s
quarters.

The Fort formed part of the General Line of Defence for Plymouth in 1911 and was in use during
WWI and WWII when it served as the main Royal Army Service Corps Depot supplying the S.W. It
was released by the MOD in 1958 and became a HGV test centre.
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