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Broughty Ferry Castle (Battery)

Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

March 1860 
June 1861
7,000 (Depot cost 12,500) 
NO 465304 
North bank of Firth of Tay East
Dundee at Broughty Ferry 
Coast Defence Battery 
None 
9 reducing to 2
1 officer 40 men
Museum Complex & Scheduled
Ancient Monument
Coast Defence

Good
Standard hours for Historic
Scotland
WO27,33,78,192. CAB 3,18 & 36

1861-1894 4 x 68pr SB
5 x 10-inch SB

1894-1899 1 x 4.7-inch QF  
1 x 6pdr QF

1900-1932 2 x 4.7-inch QF

Caponiers

Counterscarp
galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

1

None

None

None

The original Broughty Ferry Castle was a late fifteenth Century tower-house which had fallen into ruin by
1787. In November 1855 the Government purchased the castle and surrounding land for defence purposes for
£1500. The tower-house, with extension to its western side, was converted into a barracks with the main
magazine in the basement; to the south and east of the tower-house was built the battery with a caponier at the
south-eastern corner to flank the enceinte. By 1889 a submarine mining establishment had been built
immediately to the east of the castle for the minefield that was to be laid from the castle across the river. To
cover the minefield a 4.7-inch QF and a 6pdr QF were mounted at the castle in 1894 in place of the existing
obsolete armament. By 1900 the 6pdr QF had been replaced by another 4.7-inch QF. 

After the Owen Report of 1905 the 4.7-inch guns were retained for drill and practice until 1914 when they
again became part of the defences. In 1932 the 4.7-inch guns were withdrawn having been used for training
since 1919, and in 1935 the castle was transferred to the Ministry of Works as an ancient monument. The
castle was requisitioned in the Second World War and an observation post was built at the top of the
tower-house for the adjacent Castle Green Battery; after the War the castle was returned to being an ancient
monument. The tower-house houses a museum for the locality which includes its military use. Two of the
original gun positions survive at the north-eastern end of the battery, as does the 6pdr and both of the 4.7-inch
positions. 

The caponier was adapted for machine guns but although visible it is not accessible. Approached by a ramp
and a drawbridge operated by counterweights, the entrance is covered by loopholes. The two original gun
positions are immediately to the left on entering the castle next to them is the 6pdr position and facing the
river are the 4.7-inch positions each with lockers built into the sides of the emplacements.
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