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The Citadel
Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

c1780 as field works  
c1860  
Not known  
TR 308405  
Originally west end of Western
Heights defences  
Land front / Bastion trace  
Dry  
43 guns and 33 carronades  
19 officers, 519 men, 6 officers’ horses  
Immigration Deportation Centre
 
H.M. Prison / H.M. Borstal Institution /
H.M. Young Offender Institution  

Disposed of by Army early 1950s 
Maintained by Dover Citadel Ltd
By arrangement
Burridge, Guide to the Western
Heights Defences 

Originally armed with quite a range of
guns and mortars on ramparts and
carronades in scarp and counterscarp
gunrooms  1892 Approved: 9 x 64pr
RML, 9 x 24pr carronades, 2 machine
guns  1892 Mounted: 9 x 64pr RML, 18 x
24pr carronades 

Caponiers

Counterscarp
galleries

Haxo casemates

Moncrieff Pits

None 

Two 

None 

None 

The Citadel formed the nucleus of the Western Heights defences, dominating the highest part of the
hill and with its two northern bastions commanding the whole of the hill’s north side. It was
substantially complete by 1815 when work on the Western Heights defences ceased. In the 1850s it
was provided with a bomb-proof officers’ mess (intended as a ‘keep of last resort’), its magazines
were improved and ditches deepened. Scarp and, to north and south, counterscarp, gun rooms flank
its ditches and those of the northern bastions. 

The Citadel was garrisoned until the 1950s (David Niven was stationed there at one time during
WW2) and then became first prison and then a Borstal Institution and finally a Young Offender
Institution. In 2015 it was announced that this was closing. 

The complex has been acquired by Dover Citadel Ltd  and Citadel Studios have advertised  various
locations within the citadel for use.
In August 2022 it was announced that a giant hotel and leisure centre are planned  as part of an
ambitious £100 million pound renovation project. Shops and cafes are also proposed. They hope the
renovation will be completed within the next six to eight years, with long-term plans also including a
cycle track.
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