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Grange and Woodlands Redoubt
Commenced
Completed
Cost
£
Map Reference
Position

1885
1885
Uknown (Grange) and 1,800
(Woodlands) TQ 798686 (Grange)
796681 (Woodlands) East of Chatham

Never armed
1905
2 x QF each ?

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

Infantry redoubts
Dry, shallow
Infantry weapons. Never armed
200 to be camped in rear of
redoubt Derelict. Used as part of
farm
Woodlands used as a Stable

Caponiers

None

Counterscarp
galleries

None

History
Disposal
Condition
Access
Sources

Derelict
Visits discouraged
Woodlands fenced in
Gulvin, 'Chatham’s Concrete Ring'
Crowdy, 'Medway’s Island Forts'

Armament

Haxo casemates None
Moncrieff Pits

None

History and Description
Woodlands and Grange, known as the Twydall Redoubts Nos 1 & 2 (or right and left), were intended as semi-permanent infantry
redoubts and were constructed as an experimental project by the R.E.s. Woodlands, in fact, was built by a civil contractor who was
paid £1,800 and instructed to complete the work in a month. He managed: it took thirty-one days. Official reports give the final
completion date as late as 1886 or 1888. The I.G.F. Lieutenant General Sir A. E. Clarke, in a report of 1886 states the reasons for the
building of the redoubts thus:-It appeared that the time had arrived for a reconsideration on the principles which dictated our earlier
land defences and that changes could be safely introduced which would affect the cost of future works to an important extent. An
opportunity of practically illustrating the views to which I had been led presented itself when the completion of the left flank of the
Chatham eastern defences between the Canterbury Road and the Medway. I obtained authority to construct here a work of somewhat
novel design. The parapet is low and flat, the interior contains bombproof accommodation for an adequate garrison. In front there is
an obstacle of the most formidable character in the shape of a sunken iron palisade under full fire from the fort but completely
protected from the destruction by artillery of the attack. If the small Plevna redoubts without any obstacle except small ditches were
able to defeat successive attacks delivered in overwhelming force it is clear that Fort Twydall with the permanent obstacle provided
supplemented by entanglements &co. would be able to repulse any attack to which it would be subjected. At 1,500 yards the work will
be invisible and extremely difficult to hit while artillery fire would have little of no effect on its flat slopes. Two such works would
amply provide for the defence of the position and the artillery will be placed in the rear of the intervals fully protected against assault
by the flank fire of the works themselves and by a continuous obstacle of sunk palisade along the front. The whole cost of this
defence will be about £6,000 as opposed to at least £45,000 for one of the old type. It was further sought to ascertain the probable time
required to create a defence of this nature, employing a civil contractor. The work has now been completed and the experience gained
will provide valuable data for the future, since it will ere long be universally recognised that it is only on these principles that the
defence of London is practicable. I would here express the hope that no time should be lost in completing and arming the works of
this type and in this position. The redoubts, located south of the River Medway near the village of Twydall, Gillingham, have central
bomb-proof shelters, open at the rear, with the terreplein and a parapet and firing step to the front of them. Record drawings of 1905
show Grange Redoubt to have 15 casemates and Woodlands 14. The ditch is shallow with an unclimbable fence at its bottom. The
entrance is through a gateway open at the top. The ditch is crossed by a simple drawbridge which was raised to form a gate preventing
entry. The ditch at Woodlands Redoubt has been filled on three sides, the bridge has gone but parts of the terreplein and shelters
survive. Grange Redoubt is in a very ruinous state containing farm buildings.
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