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Hospital Battery
Commenced
Completed
Cost                  £
Map Reference
Position

Type
Ditch
Guns
Barrack Accom.
Present use

History

Disposal
Condition
Access

Sources

1871
1874
2,788
TR 327 416
In front of Officers’ Mess, Dover
Castle on cliff edge.
Coast Defence Battery
None
3
None
Derelict. Work under way to
restore WWII admiralty lookout.
Coast Defence Battery

English Heritage
Very poor
Officially none as yet
Coad & Lewis, The Later Fortifications of Dover;
Precis of Correspondence...Dover

The battery was built 1871 to 74 and derives its name from the old hospital that stood to the rear of it.
In 1870 it was reported that four of the six 10-inch guns had been moved to the battery from the East Cliff
batteries. but that the mounting of the fourth gun at the Hospital Battery was contingent
on the removal of the hospital, an event that appeared to be indefinitely postponed. They therefore proposed to
mount thiss gun also at the Western Heights. In 1886 the Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers Works
Committee recommended that the battery should be dismantled, fearing that the cliffs were unstable, the
nearby hospital made the battery untenable and the guns could be better employed elsewhere. The
Inspector-General of Artillery disagreed. The Inspector-General of Fortifications, however, backed the RA/RE
Works Committee (and so did the Defence Committee) and the guns were withdrawn following a report by Sir
J. Hawkshaw concerning the stability of the cliff  if  the guns were fired. In 1891 the battery held the observing
station for the Officer Commanding Royal Artillery Dover District.

During the Second World War the Admiralty Lookout/Port War Signal Station was built on the site, which
almost completely obliterated the Victorian battery. Parts for the old battery remain beneath the signal station,
including the centre gun emplacement with C pivot, its shell and cartridge store.  Some of the fittings are still
in place. The east gun emplacement is visible from the outside of the fence which encloses the site.

In 1996 English Heritage planned to ‘landscape’ the site and make it more presentable so that it can be opened
to the public but by March 2005 nothing had been done apart from adding extra support to the structure. In
2005 work began to restore the admiralty lookout to WWII condition. 

Armament

History and Description
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1870 Mounted
3 x 10-inch RMLs
from the East Cliff Batteries
1886 Mounted 
3 x 10-inch R.M.L.s
1887 to be disarmed
1892 No guns mounted
1898 & 1900
To right of battery 
         1 x 6-inch BL HP for drill only
1910  No armament
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